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The great democratsing powst of information has given s al the
chancs to effect change and alleviate poverty in ways we cannot even
imagina today Our task, your task.is to make that changs real for
thoss in nead, whetever they mayba. With o our side, with

Forexample, in india, NGOs have baan abie o uss the. right ta infarmation
fo expose comup! food distibutors who faled 1o provide gavemment

| subsidized food {0 the poor for whom It was meant

knowiedge & potzntal for al, the path i poverty can ba reversed.
Kefi Annan

VISION 2008

RIGHT TO INFORMATION, RIGHT TO KNOW,
RIGHT N

PROPOSED DRAFT F OF INFORMATION BILL. 2008

REEDOM
(FOI Bill, 2008)

Tne Freedom of Infermation Bill, 2007 was before the 9" Parfiamant
33 the country approsched the 2007 general elections howsver the: B
was not priceitized and thus lopsed. The FOI Network has since then
revised the 2007 83l following comment that came from a clause by
Clause dellberation of the 2007 Bill by the Energy, Communications and
Public Works Parliamentary Commiltee as well s other commants and

from i bheld with G Officials and FOI
Network mermbers and supparters.

Why the Fraedom of Information Bill. 2008 should be prioritized and
Rassed?

There are many reasons why Kenya should pass the FOI BIL Gne, it
s now Internalianally recognized that freedom of information is bath
urgent and niecassary, Two, that contrary 1o the usua fallacy, freadom
of infarmation matters most o the poor and the vulnerable. Three, that
fresedors of informalicn helps countriss develop, protact basic rights and
reinforces democracy. Finally, that greater freedom of information will
‘arode comuption netwarks, Kenya's mast pressing governancs issua,

Wachira Maina. Lawye: and Gover

Likewise, the right o sducation depends on knowledge and infarmation

aboutavelable oppartunities. |

|
in case from Thaliand, a moth phierwas denied

acoess fo & top school applied to the Information Commissionar and was
able 10 obtain school entrance xams which showed systemailc rigging ‘
The children of the rich were being admitied even with very low grades.
On the basis of this application, the goverment ordered schools to admit
salely on mertt,

FEresdom of
“Demacracies dle behind closed door”. USA Judge Damon J Keith.
2002

IF governmant is allowed to function behind ciased doors, much that can
90 wrong usually will The reason is eesy o see. Thers wil always be
information asymmetry betwaen governments and ciiizens. Pui differently,
govarnments will always know more than the citizens they govern. Given
this, we can expsct thal govemment offcials wil relesse information only
if it makes the govemment bok good. Yet, “selective information is
misinformation!” One aim of & Freedom of Informatian law s to make
e government always speak truthfully =nd refease as mush information
85 necessary protaching anly legltimate sims of secnacy ke protection of
jonal security

Opasity desiroys democracy in other ways, volers cannol vots frealy and |
if tha anty ion they heve is gensrated
by those sesking thair voles.

Afundamental human right!

Fresdom of information is @ fundamental human right protecied in
Section 79 of the Ganstitution of Kenya, Al a basic level, for one to pratect
tnemselves against violations of their rights or to enforcs their dghs, they
must KNOW thair rights.

The peor, vulnerable and marginalized sulfer more from lack of access
15 information than anyone else in the saciety. An orphan or child from
a needy family would need to know about bursaries to avail thamselves
of the opportunity 1o gt ona. A peopie’s settiement would need to know
of th date of the ward's Local Authorilies Service Delivery Plan meeting

Pespla naed inf r everything In their Tués: 1o geta govermment
schalarship for their children; o apply for a job: to know which medical
Services ara avaliable in which towns; 1o stan a business; to regisieras a
‘voter, to get licenses to open & kiosk and even o coliect & pensicn

Withot Information paople are (obbett “of one of the basic means by
wriich they can become all that they should be.*

Access 1o infomation hekf by public autharitiss. allows for inoraased
trust in Government, something Kenyans urpently require # any post
slection healing and nafional reconstruction plans are lo be effeciive.
Lack of transgarency and accurate imformation leavee the siizenry 1o

to avail themselves and coniribute lo the meeting by issues
aflecting them such as paor sanitstion or iack of water
The United Nations since 1948 has argued that *f [ 10 ir

: sil ather is the al freedoms”. Thus
the right 1o food depends on the right tn access information sbout faod

., fumeurs and Il of which have contributed to
hamful parcsptions.

Kenya has been 2 closed democracy govemed under an Official
Secrats Act, Cap 187 of ths Laws of Kenya. Tris law curtalls Ires flow of |
fion from: and Public Seclor to the Cittzens; &8s &

avaiiability and its qualily.

CaNSEqUENCE Wa AE ‘GOVEMEd I darkness”,




